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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
7/20/2007 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-33, 36-40 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



In response to Applicant's argument that none of the cited references discloses 
associating a user identifier with at least one new broadcast event entry, as recited, in 
one form or another, in amended independent claims 1, 10, 15, 25 (page 13, paragraph 
2), the Examiner respectfully traversed. 
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Barnett discloses the user logs onto the calendaring system by providing unique loging 
name and password that identifies the user and allows the system to retrieve that user's 
personal calendar and associated information. Once the user has logged in, the user 
can enter any of several different areas of the system, in order to perform different types 
of activities including adding new event into user's personal calendar. Users can 
develop their own event categories and share them with other users (see include, but 
are not limited to, col. 3, lines 1-45. col. 7, lines 51-64). User cache 109, which provides 
temporary storage of personal calendar information for particular users (col. 6, lines 10- 
15). The user can also specify that he or she would like to be notified when an event is 
about to occur, either by e-mail or by some other communications means (see include, 
but are not limited to, col. 3, lines 56-60). Thus, a user identifier (e.g., login name, or 
password, or user information for receiving notification when an event is about to 
occurs) must be associated with at least one new broadcast event entry (e.g., Berkeley 
vs. Stanford) so that the user (or users associated with the previous entry event) is 
notified when the event is about to occur, or the previous added event entry in the 
user's personal calendar is displayed when the user has logged in. 

Alternatively, Ellis (US 2005/0283810 A1) also discloses associating a user identifier 
with at least one new broadcast entry event (associating user identifier, or user name 
with new at least one new broadcast event entry in recording list - see include, but are 
not limited to, figures 4-5, 18f, 27, paragraphs 0081-0082, 0087, 0142). 
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For the reasons given above, rejections on claims 1-33, 36-40 are analyzed as follow. 
Claims 34-35 have been canceled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following Is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

4. Claims 1-6, 9. 15-21, 24-28, 30-31, 36-38. 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Proehl et al. (US 6,532,589 - herein after referred to 
as *589) in view of Barnett et al. (US 6,369,840 B1) -hereinafter referred to as Barnett. 

Regarding claim 1, '589 discloses a method comprising: 

accessing an electronic program guide, the electronic program guide listing a 
plurality of scheduled broadcast programs and comprising information associated with 
each of the plurality of scheduled broadcast program (interpreted as generating an 
electronic program guide (EPG), the EPG listing a plurality of scheduled broadcast 
programs such as programs to be broadcast in future, pay per view programs, etc., 
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each program comprises information such as program title, channel, broadcast time, 
etc. - see col. 5, lines 5-62, col. 6, line 47-col. 7, line 23, figures 1 , 5, 7-8); 

displaying the accessed electronic program guide on the electronic display 
(interpreted as displaying EPG on the monitor screen - see include, but are not limited 
to, figures 1 , 7-8). 

'589 further discloses selecting at least one of the plurality of scheduled 
broadcast program in the accessed electronic program guide (interpreted as selecting a 
program on the EPG screen for watch, recording, or set a reminder - see figures 1, 8, 
col. 6, line 55-col. 7, line 23). 

'589 also discloses the TV planner allows the user to easily view and understand 
the schedule of selected TV activity, include timer schedule events, events scheduled 
for recording, and scheduled pay per view selections, broadcast events, etc. The TV 
planner has a plurality of entries (e.g. boxes for July 17 - figures 9-10), each broadcast 
event entry containing information for a corresponding selected program (e.g. program 
title, channel, time) being stored in the TV planner at a time corresponding to broadcast 
time of the selected program -see figures 9-10, col. 8, lines 11-20). However, '589 
does not explicitly disclose the information of the selected broadcast program is 
transferred to the TV planner as at least one new event entry, associating a user 
identifier with the at least one new event entry. 

Barnett discloses transferring information, associated with the at least one 
selected broadcast program to the accessed electronic calendar as at least one new 
entry (transfenring information such as Berkeley vs. Stanford, or San Francisco 49er vs. 
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New Orleans Saints, etc. from the event directory, or favorite event to the electronic 
calendar when the user check the box of the event and "Add" icon to add the 
information as new broadcast event entry - see include, but are not limited to, figures 
7a-13). 

Barnett also discloses the user logs onto the calendaring system by providing 
unique login name and password that identifies the user and allows the system to 
retrieve that user's personal calendar and associated infomnation. Once the user has 
logged in, the user can enter any of several different areas of the system, in order to 
perform different types of activities including adding new event into user's personal 
calendar. Users can develop their own event categories and share them with other 
users (see include, but are not limited to. col. 3. lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 51-64). User 
cache 109, which provides temporary storage of personal calendar information for 
particular users (col. 6, lines 10-15). The user can also specify that he or she would like 
to be notified when an event is about to occur, either by e-mail or by some other 
communications means (see include, but are not limited to, col. 3, lines 56-60). Thus, a 
user identifier (e.g., login name, or password, or user information for receiving 
notification when an event is about to occurs) must be associated with at least one new 
broadcast event entry (e.g., Berkeley vs. Stanford) so that the user (or users associated 
with the previous entry event) is notified when the event is about to occur, or the 
previous added event entry in the user's personal calendar is displayed when the user 
has logged in. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify '589 to use the teaching as taught by Barnett in 
order to at least minimize the errors (col. 1, lines 51-67) or to allows a higher level of 
flexibility in the way events can be imported and viewed (see include, but are not limited 
to, col. 2, lines 25-48, col. 13, lines 39-47). 

Regarding claim 38, '589 in view of Barnett discloses a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 1 . '589 further discloses accessing an electronic calendar, the 
electronic calendar being capable of storing a plurality of event entries at a plurality of 
times, the electronic calendar configured to stored broadcast event entries related to 
scheduled broadcast programs (Interpreted as accessing calendar-based television 
planner (herein after referred to as TV planner), from an electronic program guide. The 
TV planner capable of storing a plurality of event entries related to scheduled broadcast 
programs at a plurality of times such as remind, record, pay per view, etc. of programs 
at different times on the TV planner - see col. 7, line 6-col. 8, line 60, figures 7-10); 

displaying the accessed electronic calendar on an electronic display (interpreted 
as displaying TV planner on monitor screen - figures 1 , 7,9-10; col. 7, line 6-col. 8, line 
60). 

Barnett further discloses the electronic calendar configured to store broadcast 
event entries related to scheduled broadcast programs (e.g., Berkeley vs. Standford, or 
San Francisco 49er vs. New Orieans Saints, etc. - see include, but are not limited to, 
figures 12-13) and user-generated event entries related to scheduled non-broadcast- 
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related event for at least one user (e.g., Lunch with Rebecca, or weekly 1-1 
w/JamesAA/eekly status meeting - see include, but are hot limited to, figures 12-13). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify '589 to use the teaching as further taught by Barnett in 
order to expand utilizations of the electronic calendar. 

Regarding claim 2, '589 in view of Barnett discloses a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 38. '589 further discloses TV planner Is accessed from electronic 
program guide (col. 7, lines 1-66) and once the viewer selects a particular program (e.g. 
record/purchase), the viewer can display TV planner on the screen without electronic 
program guide (figure's 8-10). Thus, the electronic program guide is removed from the 
display upon selection of the at least one of the plurality of broadcast program 
(interpreted as after the viewer selects a program on the electronic program guide to 
purchase/record/or remind, the TV planner can be displayed on the screen (without the 
electronic program guide) and allows viewer to view the activities - see figures 9-10). 
'589 also discloses the TV planner comprises return button returns a user to home, or 
the last screen that they were viewing prior to entering the TV planner (col. 8, lines 3- 
1 0), the TV planner also comprises go to guide button that take the viewer to the 
electronic program guide (col. 8, lines 3-60). It is obvious that a portion of the displayed 
electronic calendar (TV planner) is replaced on the display by the electronic program 
guide when the electronic program guide Is access (e.g. press EPG key on the remote 
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control - col. 5, lines 20-35, or select "go to guide button" on the TV planner) so that the 
viewer can see the information on the program guide easily. 

Alternatively, Barnett further discloses at least a portion of the displayed 
electronic calendar is replaced on the display by the electronic programming guide 
when the electronic program guide is accessed (e.g., when the calendar is displayed 
and the user select "Event directory" icon, or "Favorite icon", a lists of items associated 
with the selected Event Directory icon, or Favorite Events icon replace the calendar - 
see include, but are not limited to, figures 7a-13), and the electronic program guide is 
remove from the display upon selection of the at least one of the plurality of broadcast 
programs (the user selects a broadcast program (e.g. event 903) to add into the 
calendar and then view the calendar - see include, but are not limited to, figures 7a-13). 

Regarding claim 3, '589 in view of Barnett discloses a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 1. The additional limitation of "the scheduled broadcast program listed 
in the electronic program guide are television programs" Is interpreted as broadcast 
programs displayed on the EPG are television programs such as movies, news, sports, 
etc. (see '589, col. 5, line 34-col. 6, line 7, col. 6, line 61 -col. 7, line 23; or see Barnett, 
figures 6-11). 

Regarding claim 4, '589 in view of Barnett discloses a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 3. The additional limitation of "the information transferred from the 
electronic program guide to the calendar comprises at least one of a name, start time, 
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duration, and cliannel number of the corresponding at least one selected television 
program" (see *589, figure 10, or Barnett, figures 7a-13). 

Regarding claim 5, '589 in view of Barnett discloses a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 3. Barnett further discloses the information transferred comprises an 
identification (e.g. title, time, etc.) of the at least one selected broadcast program (see 
figures 8-13). 

Regarding claim 6, '589 in view of Barnett discloses a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 1 . The additional limitation of "displaying one of a reminder and 
recording icon in the electronic calendar when a broadcast program for which broadcast 
event entry has been stored in the electronic calendar is tagged for one of a reminder 
and a recording function, respectively) is met by displaying "remind" icon or "record" 
icon in the calendar month/day when a broadcast program is selected for reminding or 
for recording - see '589, figures 9-10, col. 8, lines 10-60). 

Regarding claim 9, '589 in view of Barnett discloses a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 1 . '589 further discloses a remote control that allow user to select 
programs through the electronic program guide - col. 5, lines 30-35); a cursor 928 is 
displayed as a box outlining a day of the TV planner, and the cursor 928 is under control 
of the user via the remote device; the cursor is used to select the day view TV planner 
(col. 8, lines 25-30). 
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Alternatively, Barnett also discloses selecting at least one of the plurality of 
scheduled broadcast programs in the accessed electronic programming guide 
comprises highlighting a listing in the accessed electronic programming guide 
corresponding to the at least one selected program (e.g. user checks the icon 
associated with the program - see include, but are not limited to, figures 8-11). 

Regarding claim 15, the limitations of a multimedia device correspond to the limitations 
of the method as claimed in claim 1 , and are analyzed as djscussed in the rejection of 
claim 1, wherein "data storage device..." is read on any storage device/user program 
record/purchase database that stores an TV planner (see *589, figures 2, col. 4, line 58- 
col. 5, line 15, col. 7, line 1-22, figures 8-10) or alternatively is read on database servers 
layer that stores electronic calendar information (see Barnett, figures 1-2), the "first 
accessing component configured to access the electronic calendar..." is read on 
demultiplexer or access device connected memory/database that stored TV planner 
(see '589 include, but not limited to, figures 2, 8-10), or alternatively read on component 
configured .to access calendar information (see include, but are not limited to, Barnett, 
figures 1-2), "second accessing component..." is read on demultiplexer, SRAM 36, IC 34 
that access program guide data (see *589, col. 5, lines 1-15, lines 37-62) or alternatively 
read on the component configured to access event directory, favorite event (see 
Barnett, include, but are not limited to, figures 1-2, 7a-7b), "a processor coupled to the 
first and second accessing means and the data storage device..." is interpreted as CPU 
coupled to data buffer 51, demultiplexer, DRAM, EEPROM, ROM, DRAM, etc. for 
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control processing to tlie data and performs functions according to command input by 
the user (see '589, figures 2, 8-10, col. 4, line 58-col. 5, line 15; col. 6, lines 7-53). 

Regarding claim 16, '589 in view of Barnett discloses an apparatus as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 15. '589 further discloses output means for generating a video output 
signal capable of driving a monitor (interpreted as demultiplexer, MPEG 25, NTSC 27 
for generating a video output signal to a monitor 4 - figures 1-2,7-8, col. 4, lines 33-44; 
col. 5, lines 1-15), the video output signal being capable of displaying on the monitor the 
electronic calendar and the electronic program guide (interpreted as output signal 
capable of displaying on the monitor screen the TV planner and the television program 
guide - figures 7-10). 

Regarding claims 17-21 and 24, the additional limitation of the multimedia device 
correspond to the additional limitations of the method as claimed in claims 2-6, 9, and 
are analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection of claims 2-6 and 9. 

Regarding claim 25, the limitations of the apparatus as claimed correspond to the 
limitations of the method of claim 1 and are analyzed as discussed with respect to the 
rejection of claim 15. 
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Regarding claims 26-28, the additional limitations as claimed correspond to the 
additional limitations as claimed in claims 18-19. 21 and are analyzed as discussed with 
respect to the rejections of claims 18-19,21 

Regarding claims 30-31, the additional limitation "accessing the electronic programming 
guide comprises accessing the electronic programming guide from the electronic 
calendar by selecting an icon from the electronic calendar" is read on selecting "return" 
or "go to guide" in TV planner (see '589, figures 9-10) or is alternatively read on 
selecting Favorite Event Icon, or Event directory icon of the Calendar - see Barnett, 
figures 12-13). 

Regarding claim 36, '589 in view of Barnett discloses an apparatus as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 1 . Barnett further discloses automatically associating a user identifier 
with at least one new broadcast event entry (e.g., using login name, password, or user 
identifier in user profile - see discussion in rejection of claim 1 and col. 17, lines 1-5, 
col. 20, lines 12-19, col. 21, lines 20-23, col. 22, lines 30-39). 

Regarding claim 37, '589 in view of Barnett discloses an apparatus as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 1 . Barnett further discloses transferring information to an electronic 
calendar as at least one new broadcast event entry includes selecting at least one of 
the plurality of scheduled broadcast programs in the accessed electronic programming 
guide (e.g., selecting Berkeley vs. Stanford from the Grid), and thereby transferring 



Application/Control Number: 10/035,557 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2623 

information as at least one new broadcast event entry to an electronic calendar that is 
integrated with the electronic programming guide (see include, but are not limited to, 
figures 7a-13). 

Regarding claim 40, the additional limitation of the apparatus that correspond to the 
additional limitations of the method of claim are analyzed as discussed with respect to 
the rejection of claim 38. 

5. Claims 7, 22, 29, 32-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Proehl in view of Barnett as applied to claim 1 , 15 or 25 above, and 
further in view of Ellis et al. (US 2005/028381 0 A1 ). 

Regarding claim 7, '589 in view of Barnett discloses a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 1. *589 further discloses an entry has been stored in the electronic 
calendar is tagged for one of a reminder and a recording function, respectively (figures 
9-10). However, neither reference specifically disclose the entry has been stored is 
tagged in the electronic program guide. 

Ellis disclose an entry has been stored is tagged in the electronic program guide 
for a recording function (interpreted as program selected to be recorded is tagged so 
that the programs selected to be recorded displayed with an icon, different color, a 
different font, etc. indicating them as to be recorded - see paragraphs 0125 -0126, 
figures 1 1a-1 1c). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
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at the time the invention was made to modify '589 in view of Bamett with the teaching 
as taught by Ellis in order to allow user to identify the program selected to be recorded 
in the program guide. 

Regarding claims 22 and 29, the additional limitations of the multimedia device as 
claimed correspond to the additional limitations of method as claimed 7, and are 
analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection of claim 7. 

Regarding claim 32, '589 in view of Barnett discloses a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 1 . '589 further discloses the selecting at least one of the plurality of 
scheduled broadcast programs in the accessed electronic programming guide includes 
selecting a plurality of scheduled broadcast programs respectively associated with 
multiple users (e.g., selecting a plurality of scheduled broadcast programs in EPG, 
wherein the programs in EPG are scheduled to provide to multiple users - see include, 
but are not limited to, figures 1 , 9-10, col. 3, line 51-col. 4, line 17). Barnett discloses 
transferring information respectively associated with each of the plurality selected 
broadcast programs (e.g., Berkeley vs. Stanford, San Francisco 49ers vs. New Orleans 
Saints, etc.) to an electronic calendar as multiple new broadcast event entries, and 
associating a user identifier with the at least one new event entry (see discussion in the 
rejection of claim 1 , and figure 9). However, '589 in view of Barnett does not explicitly 
disclose associating respective user identifiers with corresponding ones of the multiple 
new broadcast event entries. 
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Ellis discloses associating a user identifier with at least one new broadcast event entry 
includes associating respective user identifier with corresponding ones of the multiple 
new broadcast event entries (e.g., associating user identifier, or user name with at least 
one new broadcast event entry in the schedule recording lists includes associating 
respective user identifiers with corresponding ones of the multiple new broadcast event 
entry with selected programs - see include, but are not limited to, figures 4-5, 18f, 27, 
paragraphs 0081-0082, 0087, 0142). Therefore, it would have been obvious with one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify '589 in view of 
Barnett with the teaching as taught by Ellis in order to keep track of programs accessed 
by users easily. 

Regarding claim 33, the additional limitations as claimed correspond to the additional 
limitations as claimed in claim 32, and are analyzed as discussed with respect to the 
rejection of claim 32, 

6. Claims 8. 10-14, 23, and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Proehl et al. (US 6,532,589 - herein after referred to as '589) in view 
of Barnett at al. (US 6,369,840), and further in view of Yuen et al. (6,430,359). 

Regarding claim 8, '589 in view of Barnett discloses a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 1 . Barnett also discloses a search field (not shown) is provided to 
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allow interactive searching of the event directory (col. 10, lines 11-12). However, '589 in 
view of Barnett does not specifically disclose entering a code for a selected program, 
the code uniquely identifying the selected program. 

Yuen discloses selecting program in the electronic program guide comprises 
entering a code for a selected program, the code uniquely identifying the selected 
program (interpreted as select a program comprises entering compressed code or G- 
code, the compressed code or G-code uniquely identifying the selected program - see 
include, but not limited to, col. 16, lines 5-41. figure 8). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
'589 in view of Barnett to use the teaching as taught by Yuen in order to enter 
information of selected program simpler, faster and less error-prone (see col. 2, lines 
24-31). 

Regarding claim 23, the additional limitations of the multimedia device as claimed 
correspond to the additional limitations of the method as claimed in claim 8, and are 
analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection of claim 8. 

Regarding claim 10, the method as claimed is broader than the method as claimed in 
claims 1 and 8. Therefore, the limitations that correspond to the limitations of claims 1 
and 8 are analyzed as discussed with rejection of claims 1 and 8. 
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Regarding claims 11-13, the additional limitations as claimed correspond to the 
additional limitations as claims in claims 3-4, 6, and are analyzed as discussed with 
respect to the rejection of claims 3-4, 6. 

Regarding claim 14, '589 in view of Barnett discloses a method as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 13. '589 further discloses an entry has been stored in the electronic 
calendar is tagged for one of a reminder and a recording function, respectively (figures 
9-10). However, neither reference specifically disclose the entry has been stored is 
tagged in the electronic program guide. Official Notice is taken that entry of selected 
program is tagged in an electronic program guide is well known in the art. For example, 
on an electronic program guide, displaying program selected to be recorded with an 
icon, different color, or different font to allow the selected program to be identified. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify '589 in view of Barnett and Yuen with the well-known 
teaching in the art in order to allow user to identify the program selected to be recorded 
in the program guide. 

Regarding claim 39, the additional limitations that correspond to the additional limitation 
of claim 38 are analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection of claim 38. 



Conclusion 
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7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ellis et al. (US 2006/0140584 A1) discloses system and methods for interactive 
program guides with personal video recording features. 

Adier et al. (US 6,249,765 B1) discloses associating a user identifier with event 
entry in electronic calendar (figure 12). 

Yuen (US 6,1 37,950) discloses bar code matrix television calendar. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Son P. Huynh whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7295. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

SonP. Huynh August 15, 2007 




